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for the honour of presenting to him, rather than doles extracted by a beggar from an unwillingly charitable public. The people look upon him with superstitious veneration, not because they know there is anything in his life, but because in person and habit he represents that ascetic ideal which renounces the world and lives an inner life of self-mortification. He carries a rosary of beads, and he often goes along the streets shouting " Ram, Ram," if he is a follower of that particular incarnation of God as worshipped by the Hindus. He has no religious ideals in the sense of a striving for the elevation of other men's lives; but he is possessed with the idea which finds a mere illusion in the whole world and in all humanity, and the only reality in the name of Ram. This simple monomania is revered by the people in proportion as they cannot translate it into their own lives. Though apparently indifferent to all that passes around him, the Fakir is a great observer of men and manners, and is often able to reconcile disputes and extricate people from difficult situations on account of his apparently isolated position. Sometimes he takes a vow of religious silence for seven years, and keeps it. Sometimes he undertakes to walk to all the sacred shrines of India, which may include a journey from Badrinath, near the glacier valleys of the Himalayas, to the sea-washed shores of Western Dwarka, or the torrid heat of Rameshwaram in
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